CAD-2: Drug Therapy for Lowering LDL Cholesterol 

Description: Percentage of patients with CAD who were prescribed a lipid-lowering therapy (based on current ATP III guidelines) 

Source of Measure: CMS/AMA Physician Consortium/ACC/AHA 

Clinical Recommendation(s)/Rationale: The LDL-C treatment goal is <100 mg/dl. Persons with established coronary heart disease (CHD) who have a baseline LDL-C ≥ 130 mg/dl should be started on a cholesterol-lowering drug simultaneously with therapeutic lifestyle changes and control of nonlipid risk factors.

 Measurement Period: Twelve consecutive months 

Denominator Statement: All patients with CAD > 18 years of age and LDL-C ≥ 130 mg/dl 

• Excluded population: Medical reasons
· Contraindications including liver disease and pregnancy

· Terminal illness 

· Other reason documented by the practitioner for not prescribing lipid-lowering therapy 

• Excluded population: Patient reasons

· Exclusions only applied if the patient did not receive lipid-lowering therapy 

Numerator Statement: Patients who were prescribed a lipid-lowering therapy 
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